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to the Trust – good ideas can be contagious! (see
adjacent photo)

PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS
AND CONSERVATION
RESTRICTIONS IN 2012
Pilgrim’s Path – several neighbors came together
and purchased a valuable 1.1 acre parcel of vacant
land at 17 Pilgrim’s Path in North Truro with the
intent, from the beginning, to donate it to the Trust
for protection in perpetuity. The property comes to
the Trust with a Conservation Restriction required
by the State for the property owners to receive
income tax consideration. We thank all the donors
for offering this land to the Trust. This is a win-win
project in which Truro conserves additional open
space and the donors protect their neighborhood
from further development. Interestingly, using this
success as an example, another group of neighbors
has approached the Trust to accept another nearby
parcel of land that they will purchase and deed

Tom’s Hill Road – the Weingeist family has donated
4.49 vacant and very impressive acres at 8 Toms
Hill Path to the Trust for protection in perpetuity
in memory of their parents, Fausta and Samson
Weingeist. The family refers to the parcel as an
“aspen meadow” and it is fondly remembered for the
making of jam from the plentiful berries and beach
plums that they picked as children. The property is
now comprised of both a coastal heathland and a
pine-oak forest. The Trust thanks the family for its
generous donation and for its abiding interest in the
conservation of Truro open space. Again, there is an
accompanying Conservation Restriction that was
required by the State for income tax considerations.
(see photo below)
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the land will provide approximately 8-9 additional
acres for protection by your Truro Conservation
Trust.

Stephen’s Way – after years of negotiations and
litigation, the State, the Trust, and Andrea Kline
have finalized the Conservation Restriction at 2527 Stephen’s Way. The result is 8.11 acres of land
protected in perpetuity by the terms of the CR
and the Trust’s Stewardship Program. The State
required that a CR be established for a defined area,
in return for their approval to construct the Kline
house, and a legal settlement expanded the area
to be conserved beyond that required by the State.
The Trust thanks all those who spent years locally
and at the state level for the completion of this CR.
No matter the outcome of the ongoing litigation,
this CR is attached to the property’s deed, and will,
thereby, be perpetually enforceable.

We thank all those in Truro who are willing to
consider donating land for conservation.

OPEN SPACE PARCELS

In the last newsletter the Trust’s Chairman advised
that the citizens of Truro at the last town meeting
voted unanimously to transfer stewardship for four
Town-owned conservation properties to your Trust.

This transfer was initiated by the Truro Open Space
Committee, an official town committee formed
in 1998. The committee members are appointed
by the town’s selectmen. Part of this committee’s
charge is to work with the Truro Conservation
Trust regarding oversight and stewardship
responsibilities for open space parcels.

Sylvan Lane – the Trust has acquired a 1.17 acre
parcel of land, with an uninhabitable dwelling, at
26 Sylvan Lane, from the estate of Gene Luschei.
Mr. Luschei wanted this property protected in
perpetuity and, thereby, willed it to the Trust to
use as we see fit. The Trustees have voted to accept
the land, demolish the dwelling, and restore the
property to its natural state for conservation land.
Several neighbors of the property have offered to
subsidize the Trust’s cost for the demolition of the
dwelling. We are thankful to Mr. Luschei and his
neighbors and hope that others in Truro will use
this as an example for future estate donations.

Your trustees will monitor and report on these four
properties for encroachments or violations of their
open space purpose every year during our annual
stewardship visits to all our properties.

The four properties are: (1) the Duarte parcel,
a triangular piece of 1.4 acres along the Pamet in
Truro Center across from the Cobb Archives, and
known as Pamet Park; (2) the Meldahl property,
11.4 acres on the east side of Rt. 6, south of the
Pamet turnoff; (3) the Hopkins property of 4.3 acres
directly across Rt. 6 from the Meldahl parcel; and
(4) the Morea property of 6 acres, on Rt. 6 opposite
the Snow’s Road intersection.

Future Efforts – the Trust is currently working
with the owners of several significant properties on
North Pamet Road, Pond Village Road, Old County
Road, Bay View Road, and Old Bridge Road. We
anticipate that these properties will be successfully
acquired and/or be placed in a Conservation
Restriction during the next 6 months. Collectively,

To learn more about the work of the TCT, visit
our website, www.truroconservationtrust.org.
Out and about? Use this QR code on your mobile device to
see a list of all 300 Trust landholdings; see stunning color
photos of some Trust properties; see past newsletters; and
see much more.

DISCOVER A TRURO YOU MAY NOT KNOW

Your trustees are looking for member volunteers
to join our stewardship teams to help with the
annual inspections of our more than 300 acres of
land. E-mail or call us if you are interested. You
don’t need to be a year-round resident.
HELP KEEP TRURO RURAL
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Dear Members, Friends and Neighbors,

Your Truro Conservation Trust had an interesting and productive 2012. Your Board of Trustees
has three primary responsibilities: Land acquisition, land stewardship and financial stability.
Emphasizing all three ensures success in any given year, and we have been successful in all three in
2012, thanks in large part to your support.
Land acquisition: The page 1 article on land acquisition reports this year’s successes
and next year’s expectations. We hope that the current enthusiasm for land donations will
continue, and that more Truro landowners will consider donating vacant property to the trust for
perpetual protection, particularly given current state and federal government tax benefits.

Land stewardship: This year, for the first time, our three stewardship teams of
trustees have visited, photographed, and reported on almost every Trust property either owned or
under a conservation restriction. Each property’s binder has been updated with identification of
problems to be corrected (e.g., trash dumping, equipment stored by abutters, unauthorized
removal of vegetation). These visits usually are conducted in the spring and fall. If you would like
to assist, please let us know.

Financial stability: There are two aspects to financing the work of a conservation trust.
The first is raising enough capital to purchase property. The second is raising enough funds for the
administrative and stewardship needs of a Trust’s properties, whether they are bought by, or given
to a Trust.
In the first instance above, we were honored this year to receive two significant estate bequests,
each of them larger than this Trust has received in its thirty year history. We gratefully thank
Stanton W. Putnam and David Kuechle for considering us in their wills. They were both long- term
supporters of your Trust, and David was a trustee for many years. These monetary bequests, along
with some of your donations, have been placed in an account solely for the purchase of land in
Truro. We hope that others will consider us in their estate planning. It is a great way to leave your
positive mark on this beautiful land. We would love to hear from you in this regard.
In the second instance above, our operating and stewardship expenses are met primarily by your
donations. With the enclosed envelope, we hope you will be as generous this year as you were in
2011, so that our work can be sustained on your behalf. We know these are difficult times, and so
we appreciate any support you can give the Trust so that we can report another year of progress at
the end of 2013.
We wish you Happy Holidays and a healthy, happy, and successful New Year.
Fred Gaechter
Chairman, Truro Conservation Trust
On behalf of the Board of Trustees
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TIDAL FLUSH
The Herring River Restoration Project (the Project)
will be the largest saltwater restoration project in
New England. It has been in the planning stages for
some seven years, and actual work could commence
in 2015. The most important feature of the project
will be to increase the opening in a rebuilt dike at
the mouth of the Herring River to allow a substantial
tidal flush that will restore the bountiful saltwater
marshes that once existed in this estuary system.
While there will be many positive environmental
results from the restoration, the Project is not
without its critics. Over 300 low-lying privately
owned properties in Wellfleet may face some
flooding. Twenty-eight privately owned properties
in south Truro could be affected as well. Some lowlying dirt and paved roads will have to be raised.

river’s mouth were blocked by the dike, and the
six feet wide pipe built into the dike was not wide
enough for an adequate tidal flush. Very soon the
River’s waters became degraded, and large parts of
the saltwater marsh habitat died off. Fresh water
vegetation began to take over where the saltwater
marshes once thrived. There were large herring
and shellfish kills. The marsh waters suffered a
lack of oxygen and the dying marsh grass caused
the peat to release its sulfuric content, creating an
inimical, acidic environment.

The accompanying photo of the Herring River
Estuary sign is one of two located along Old County
Road in Truro, just south of Prince Valley Road.
There are several more signs as you travel into
Wellfleet. The signs were put up in the last two
years or so and indicate how large the Project is. It
gradually will restore native tidal marsh habitat to a
large area of the Herring River flood plane.

The Project will give new life to the salt marsh by
restoring water quality and killing off invasive plant
species. Another long-term benefit will be the
physical build-up of the marshes as they accumulate
sediment. This process will provide protection
from storms and rising seas because the marshes
act like a sponge, helping to prevent erosion.

This area of 1,100 acres in north Wellfleet and south
Truro eventually will be affected by restoring a
saltwater tidal flush to about 800 of these acres that
once were one of the largest and most productive
saltwater estuaries in New England. This wetland
produced abundant shellfish, millions of herring,
and their finned predators. And of course, wild
birds, mammals and other animal life were more
abundant then than now. A successful project will
restore much of what those productive salt marshes
were like 100 years ago.

Unlike the building of the dike, the Project will
not provide a sudden change to the estuary. The
rebuilt dike’s wider river opening will allow tidal
flush incrementally over the years, making possible
careful monitoring of the project’s progress and
effects.
If you would like to know more about the Project
and/or become a volunteer, consult the website for
Friends of the Herring River:
www.FriendsofHerringRiver.Org.
There are many volunteer opportunities.

Back in 1909, hoping to boost tourism, the town
of Wellfeet, using state funds, built a dike across
the Herring River’s mouth largely in the mistaken
belief that it would solve a mosquito problem
that actually grew worse. Chequesset Neck Road
in Wellfleet crosses over the dike on the way to
Great Island in Wellfleet. Four hundred feet of the
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