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SAVE THE DATE:
SATURDAY MORNING
AUGUST 10, 2013, at 10:00 am
The Anne H. Brock Community Room
Truro Pubic Library
Truro Conservation Trust Annual Meeting
Coffee, tea, pastries & fruit

RECENT PROPERTY
ACQUISITIONS
FEATURED PROPERTY:
Donation of Property at
17 Toms Hill Path
The Hollander family has owned this
property and the adjoining home and
cottage since 1962. The .78-acre parcel is an
undisturbed maritime shrub-land thicket
and coastal bank that is uniformly vegetated
with red cedars, bayberry, beach plum, and
honeysuckle. The property abuts almost
200 acres of open space and conservation
land owned by the Trust and the Town of
Truro.

17 Toms Hill Photo #1
It has always been Ruth Hollander’s
desire that this land be kept undeveloped.
Her conveyance of the land to the Trust
accomplishes her goal and we thank her
and her family for their commitment to
conservation by the donation of this valuable
and significant property.

17 Toms Hill Photo #2
Continued on next page
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Donation of Property at
17 Twinefield Road

As you walk up the property from the
dirt road (first photo) you experience the
undisturbed natural beauty of the various
species of the thicket. Once at the top of the
coastal bank (second photo) you are awed
by the vista that extends from Pamet Harbor
to Provincetown across Cape Cod Bay. If you
take the time and make the effort to walk
the coastal wetland below the property (at
low tide) you can look up at the coastal bank
(third photo) and readily see the value of
protecting, in perpetuity, this impressive
property. Once again, our thanks go to the
Hollander family and, in particular Ruth
Hollander, whose vision has been realized
through this donation!

Three neighbors formed a trust to jointly
purchase the .84-acre lot at 17 Twinefield
Road in North Truro’s Bay Village. The
neighbors – Shari and Joe Buteau, Dick
and Janis Christensen, and Pauline and
Joe Gareau – combined financial resources
and purchased the lot to protect the
property from development.
A nice
example of neighbors working together for
conservation! The lot is a maritime shrubland, a rare Cape Cod habitat frequented by
migrating birds during spring and fall (see
photo). The property has just been deeded
to the Trust in perpetuity. The Trust has
agreed to authorize selective trimming of
trees and vegetation on the lot to maintain
abutters’ views.

17 Twinefield Road
Continued on page 4
To learn more about the work of the TCT, visit
our website, www.truroconservationtrust.org.
Out and about? Use this QR code on your mobile
device to see a list of all 300 Trust landholdings; see
stunning color photos of some Trust properties; see
past newsletters; and see much more.

17 Toms Hill Photo #3
DISCOVER A TRURO YOU MAY NOT KNOW

Your trustees are looking for member volunteers
to join our stewardship teams to help with the
annual inspections of our more than 300 acres
of land. E-mail or call us if you are interested.
You don’t need to be a year-round resident.
HELP KEEP TRURO RURAL
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Dear Members, Friends, and Neighbors,

We hope that you had a safe and healthy winter! Spring has finally arrived in Truro and
we’re looking forward to another beautiful summer in paradise.

We survived a difficult winter on the Outer Cape! As you are aware, there were unusually
strong and persistent winds, several destructive Nor’easters, a blizzard and several
other moderate snow storms, and long periods of overcast skies. We experienced some
property damage from the storms (see related article), particularly water front land. A
couple of weeks ago several of our Trustees spent a Saturday morning removing debris
from our impacted lots, especially around the Pamet wetlands. Land stewardship is, of
course, always a priority activity for your Trust and our Stewardship Committee is always
active in the protection of all our properties.
Despite the weather, as reported in another accompanying article, we’ve continued to be
active in the pursuit of open space for perpetual conservation. In addition to the parcels
reported in the article we are working on another half dozen potential acquisitions
that we hope we can report success on in our winter Newsletter. Our newly formed
Acquisitions Committee is working assiduously to identify opportunities.

As you know, the success of any volunteer organization depends on the enthusiasm of
its volunteers as well as the financial support of its members. The accompanying article
on your new Trustees is particularly salient in this regard. I hope that you will welcome
them and thank them appropriately for their work on your behalf. As Chairman, I am very
pleased to report that this is one of the best Boards that I’ve had the pleasure of serving
with; whatever work needs to be accomplished, no matter the effort required or the time
necessary to complete it, every Trustee steps forward as he or she can and the work is
accomplished professionally and in a timely manner. Should you be willing and able to
serve on any of our Committees, please let us know. We’re always looking for new people
with time, energy, and ideas. Our Nominating Committee will be glad to hear from you.
As always, I’d like to thank each and every one of you who have supported us over the
years and hope that you will continue to recognize our efforts and successes by offering
your continued financial assistance. We are committed to our mission and are always
motivated to work harder when we have the benefit of your ongoing support and
encouragement.
Fred Gaechter
Chairman, on behalf of the Board of Trustees
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Demolition of Dwelling at
26 Sylvan Lane

Your Board of Trustees now comprises
13 individuals. Over the last three years
the Nominating Committee has done a
superior job of finding five new, superior
people to serve as Trustees. With the
growth of the Trust’s acquisitions,
conservation restrictions and stewardship
responsibilities, the Trustees recognized the
need for new blood to help carry out these
responsibilities, and we wanted individuals
dedicated to furthering our Trust’s mission
as exemplified in a record of service to our
community. We also wanted diversity—
younger, older, employed, retired, female,
and male. We longer serving Trustees are
proud and excited to introduce you to them.
They already are making big contributions
to the Truro Conservation Trust. (See the
accompanying photo with the following new
members identified left to right)

We reported in our December 2012
Newsletter that the Trust acquired a 1.17
acre lot, with an uninhabitable A-frame
dwelling, at 26 Sylvan Lane. In April the
Trust hired Danny Silva, a Truro contractor,
to demolish and remove the structure and
appurtenances. The demolition is complete
and the well and cesspool have been filled.
You can see the result of the project in
the “before and after” photos joining this
article. We, once again, are thankful for Gene
Luschei’s donation of this land via his estate
and also wish to thank several neighbors
of this property who contributed $1,350
towards the demolition costs.

Meg Royka: If you used the library ten
years prior to April of 2012, Meg will be a
familiar face because she was director of
the Truro Public Library during that period.
Besides enjoying gardening and having
a keen interest in the natural world and
conservation, Meg has been a member of
several town committees. She has been a
full time Truro resident since 1998.

26 Sylvan Lane before demolition

26 Sylvan Lane after demolition
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Irma Ruckstuhl: Irma has been a resident
of Cape Cod since 1952, having resided in
Provincetown until the early 1970’s, and in
North Truro for the past 30 plus years. She
has served on boards and committees in both
towns: Truro Historical Society (treasurer);
Truro Neighborhood Association (board);
Truro Historical Commission; Volunteer
at the Truro Library; Provincetown Board
of Zoning Appeals; Pilgrim Monument and
Museum (treasurer and board member);
Provincetown Art Association (treasurer

Continued on next page

NEW MEMBERS
Continued from previous page

Amanda Reed: Amanda has been a yearround Truro resident since 2005. She
is Director of Support & Knowledge
Management for Blackboard Collaborate,
Inc. In her spare time Amanda serves
on Truro’s Water Resources Oversight
Committee, and is a member of the Cape
Cod Viewfinders Camera Club. She is an
avid nature photographer whose stunning
photos have been exhibited at the Truro
Community Center.

and board member). Irma is author of
Old Provincetown in Early Photographs
originally published by Dover Press, and
reissued recently by the Art Association.

Brian Boyle: Brian is a year-round Truro
resident and has just recently joined our
Board of Trustees. He is a member of the
Truro Agricultural Commission and is
Chairman of the Truro Energy Committee.
In addition, he is editor of the Truro
eNewsletter which you should check out if
you already haven’t—no more excuses for
not knowing what’s going on in town.

THE STORMS OF 2013

Truro experienced several damaging storms
in February and March of 2013, but the
properties of the TCT were largely spared.
Those of us who were in residence in Truro
during the blizzard walked out to Ballston
Beach and watched the surf-driven ocean
waters run directly into the upper Pamet
River valley through a breach in the dune.
This action continued at high tides for
several days, flooding the normally fresh-

Susan Travers: Susan has been Director
of the Truro Council on Aging since 2009.
In her spare time she serves on The Truro
Human Services Committee, and for the
past two years has been co-chair of a Cape
wide organization, Cape Councils on Aging
Serving Together. Susan is an avid runner,
bike rider, and hiker. She also dances in
Zumba classes as much as possible.

Continued on next page
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THE STORMS OF 2013
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are appointed by the town’s selectmen, and
part of their charge is to work with the Truro
Conservation Trust regarding oversight and
stewardship responsibilities for open space
parcels.

water valley with seawater that had to drain
out – at low tides - through the clapper-valve
under Wilder’s Dike, near the Post Office.

This section of dune was the location of the
breach more than 20 years ago, but much
more water entered the Pamet this time. The
focus of damage at Ballston Beach was due
to the vestigial valley of the Pamet outwash
from the melting of the glacier, when the
sea was much lower. The valley extends
well offshore, shaping the force of the waves
toward the remaining valley that we know.

Your trustees will monitor and report on
these four properties for encroachments
or violations of their open space purpose
once a year after our stewardship visits.
The four properties are the Morea, Hopkins
and Meldahl parcels along Route 6, and the
Duarte property across Truro Center Road
from the Cobb Archive. These four properties
comprise 23.1 acres.

The dune has now been built back up with
sand that had washed onto the parking lot
at Head of the Meadow beach. The DPW
trucked it down and configured it with a
gradual slope on both sides to permit any
shore birds nesting on the sand in the Pamet
to access the salt beach when fledging.

Finally, the TCT offered to assume similar
responsibilities for nine additional sites
previously monitored by the Selectmen if
Truro voters agreed at the April, 2013, Town
Meeting, which they did. These properties
are: 9 Alden Road, 39 Alden Road, 55 Alden
Road, 44 Brewster Road, 4 Priscilla Road, 57
Priscilla Road, 69 Priscilla Road, 70 Priscilla
Road, and 78 Priscilla Road. These nine
properties comprise 2.27 acres, all of which
are located in one subdivided neighborhood
off High Head Road and Cliff Road adjacent to
the southern end of Pilgrim Lake, also known
as East Harbor.

Because the Trust owns no properties on
the Atlantic shore, we were protected from
such damage from that storm. However,
following storms did do some damage to our
lot on Falcon Lane in Shearwater, washing
some sand onto the adjacent beach.
Our lots near Fisher Beach and south toward
Ryder Beach were spared, though lots south
of ours lost beach stairs.

We regard these additions to our workload as
a welcome opportunity to further collaborate
with town government, and to advance our
common conservation goals.

OPEN SPACE PARCELS

NEW TAX BENEFITS + CASH

In our last newsletter the Trust Chairman
advised members that at the 2012 Town
meeting Truro citizens voted unanimously
to transfer stewardship of four town-owned
conservation properties to your Trust.

The transfer was initiated by the Truro Open
Space Committee, an official town committee
formed in 1998. The committee members

Even if your legal residence is not in Massachusetts,
you could give land to the Trust or establish a
conservation restriction on land you own in Truro
and receive tax credits and/or cash from the state
for up to $50,000. This is in addition to any federal
income tax incentives for conservation of land.
Check out the details on how the new credit
works at Truroconservationtrust.org
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